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1. Summary  

 

1.1 In February the Mayor produced a set of policy announcements on air pollution, including a headline 

initiative to establish an Ultra Low Emission Zone in London. The Mayor’s Environment Adviser, 

together with officers from the Greater London Authority (GLA) and Transport for London (TfL) will 

attend the Committee meeting to answer questions on air pollution issues.   

 

 

2. Recommendations 

 

2.1 That the Committee puts questions on Mayoral air pollution policies to the Mayoral 

Adviser, together with other invited guests and note the answers received. 

 

2.2 That the Committee delegates authority to the Chair, in consultation with Party Group 

Leads, to write to the Mayor of London following the meeting conveying the Committee’s 

views. 

 

 

3. Background  
 

3.1 On 13 February the Mayor announced1 a number of policies relating to air pollution, including: 

 A new Ultra Low Emission Zone for central London by 2020, subject to a feasibility study; 

 Retiring the remaining 900 oldest Euro III buses in TfL’s fleet and replacing them with Euro VI 

buses, at a cost of £18 million; 

 Accelerating the roll-out of hybrid buses to put 1,600 on the road by 2016, including 600 of the 

‘New Bus for London’. This will be equivalent to around 20% of TfL’s fleet; and 

 Introducing a new £20 million Mayor’s Air Quality Fund to support boroughs in tackling air 

quality hotspots.   

 

3.2 Following this announcement, the Committee invited Matthew Pencharz, the Mayor’s Environment 

Adviser, to a meeting to expand on the underlying details.  The Mayor’s Adviser suggested that a 

meeting at a later date would be more helpful as TfL would have completed the initial stages of its 

                                                 
1 http://www.london.gov.uk/media/mayor-press-releases/2013/02/mayor-of-london-announces-game-changer-for-air-
quality-in-the  
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feasibility study work. It is expected that a paper from TfL on the feasibility study work will be 

available to Members before the meeting.    

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration 
 

4.1       The Committee will examine the environmental implications, which arise from the Mayor’s policy 

announcements on air pollution. 

 

Meeting Guests 

4.2      The Committee expects to put questions on air pollution issues to: 

 Matthew Pencharz, Mayoral Adviser Environment and Political Affairs; 

 Michèle Dix, TfL Managing Director Planning; and 

 Elliot Treharne, GLA Air Quality Manager. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in the report. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report. 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

There are none. 
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